GEORGE THE THIRD
taught its members to believe that what was good enough for
their fathers was good enough for them. It set out to reconcile
two things which a Marxian would say are irreconcilable—
property and liberty: but Britishers have always liked to think of
them as identical; and at no time was this belief more widely
held to than in those hectic days when the ' Frenchies' and
* Boney' were threatening to enslave the British race.
It was all very well for the Government to be cursed for its policy
of coercion, and for men to say that these societies were harmless
bodies, when words and deeds appeared conclusively to prove
the contrary. For example, during the State trials which took
place in 1794 one of the accused was alleged to have said:
For my part I do not wish the King or any of his family to lose their
lives, but I think they might go to Hanover. As to other persons it
must be expected that some blood will be shed.
In the same trial the prosecution put in as proof of treason a play-
bill found in the possessions of the prisoners. It announced
A  NEW AND ENTERTAINING FARCE
CALLED
LA GUILLOTINE
OR
george's head in a basket
vive la likerte !   vive la republique !
This sort of thing was very frightening to say the least of it.
The King could not escape from the inconveniences which
were occasioned by the unrest of the times. As early as January
1790, as he was on his way to open Parliament, a large stone was
hurled into the royal coach. It turned out to have been thrown
by a crazed army officer, John Frith, who was promptly sent to
Bedlam; but even then at the back of some people's minds was
the suspicion that Frith's act was connected with the e revolution-
aries ' about whom every one talked in rather hushed whispers.
The attack which was made on the King in October 1795 was
a much more sinister and dangerous affair. The evil effects of
the war were beginning to be felt in every home: the situation
was aggravated by a bad harvest, resulting in a sharp rise in the
price of wheat. In St James's Park a great crowd of people was
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